
COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL COMMITTEE FOR 
CARLISLE

Meeting date: 12 November 2019

From: Executive Director – Corporate, Customer and 
Community Services

AREA PLANNING REPORT

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 This report provides local committee with recommendations and 
matters to note relating to:
 Budget commitments
 Grant allocations from the recommendations of its Strategic Grants 

Panel
 Other relevant matters relating to Area Planning.

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS

2.1 The items covered by this report support the council to achieve the 
outcomes stated in the Council Plan 2018-2022:
 People in Cumbria are healthy and safe
 Places in Cumbria are well-connected and thriving
 The economy in Cumbria is growing and benefits everyone

2.2 The items covered by this report support Carlisle Local Committee to 
achieve its agreed priorities of:
 Developing our economy and infrastructure
 Improving health and wellbeing
 Improving outcomes for children and young people
 Developing thriving communities

2.3 Improved locality working is one of the ways the council is delivering 
on its priorities. The county council vision, included in the Council Plan 
2018-2022, sets out that it will be ‘A Council that works with residents, 
businesses, communities and other organisations to deliver the best 
services possible within the available resources.’ The approach and 
work of the Local Committee directly contributes to this vision.



2.4 Locally devolved funding is available for Carlisle Local Committee to 
allocate within the area to support positive outcomes, targeted and 
mainstream, designed to improve outcomes for the communities of 
Carlisle. This funding can be targeted to initiate new activity or to 
enhance/complement existing provision according to locally 
determined need.

2.5 A separate Equality Impact Assessment is not required for this report 
since equality issues are dealt with at a project level for each of the 
applications to funding within the course of the year.

3.0 RECOMMENDATION

3.1 That the Committee notes the commitments made and the remaining
balances within delegated budgets and notes the grants detailed in 
Appendix 1 

3.2 That the committee notes grants made from General Provision funding 
detailed in appendix 2 and summarised below

 £750 to Carlisle Music Society towards their 70th anniversary 
celebrations programme

 £600 to Cerebral Palsy Cumbria towards the cost of marketing 
materials for their new charity brand

 £500 TO M-Unit towards the costs of activities and events to 
celebrate Black History Month

 £3000 to Carlisle & District Model Engineering Society towards 
the cost of purchasing a fabricated steel shed and erection

 £2000 to St Margaret Mary's Parish Community Centre towards a 
replacement boiler and radiators

 £200 to Eden Wild Goose c/o Wetheral Parochial Church Council 
towards developing community interests and activities involving 
local  people of all ages from the area including the villages of 
Aglionby, Scotby, Cumwhinton,Cotehill, Wetheral, Great Corby, 
Heads Nook, Corby Hill, Little Corby, Warwick Bridge, Holme 
Eden and Warwick on Eden.

3.3 That the committee notes grants made from 0-19 grant funding detailed 
in appendix 3 and summarised below

 £3000 to Friends of Dale End Park towards a 3rd party funding 
contribution to install a pump track at Dale End Park

 £2000 to Spiral towards preventing the effects of bullying
 £1850 to Cumbria Youth Alliance towards the Dreamscheme 

project which encourages groups of young people to volunteer 
in activities providing a social and community benefit

 £1200 to Carlisle Trampoline Club towards new equipment for 
the club based at Yewdale Community Centre

 £300 to Bewcastle Parish Council towards play equipment in a 
play area located in the hamlet of Sleetbeck 

 £1000 to Turnmire Common Children’s Playground Association 
towards new equipment and surfacing for the playground



3.4 That the committee agrees the release of funding of £24,500 from 
2018/19 underspend to support the programme of works to deliver the 
Love Carlisle/City of Lights initiative (described in 4.1 to 4.11 with the 
remaining balance of £16,178 going into general provision

3.5 That the committee approves the Carlisle Area Plan and tasks its sub 
groups to develop associated action plans

4.0 BACKGROUND

Community Budget
4.1 A summary of spending against Local Committee discretionary/ budgets is 

provided at Appendix 1. Further details can be provided to councillors on 
request. Monitoring reports will be provided to local committee members at 
each committee meeting, to summarise the most up to date position with 
regard to the Communities Budget, taking account of decisions taken by the 
Local Committee. Further information concerning spending against the 
spending from the discretionary grants budget lines is available from the 
Carlisle Community Development Team and reported to the grants panel as 
required.
Local Committee Strategic Grants Panel

4.2 Attached at Appendix 2 is a summary of the general provision grant 
applications considered by the Strategic Grants Panel at its meeting on 9th 
October 2019 and its recommendations.  Further information can be made 
available to any councillor on request.   

4.3 Attached at appendix 3 is a summary of the 0-19 grant applications 
considered by the Strategic Grants Panel at its meeting on 9th October 2019 
and its recommendations.  Further information can be made available to any 
councillor on request.   
Area Planning and Communities
Carlisle Events

4.4 At the Local Committee meeting on 19th March Members were asked to 
carry forward underspend from 2018-19 for Area Planning priorities. This 
was to include developing high profile events to showcase the city and to 
work with a number of partners by way of sponsorship, both financial and in 
kind.

4.5 During the centenary of the armistice in November 2018, the county council, 
with other partners embarked on a number of projects in key locations using 
lighting to highlight important heritage assets in relation to the centenary. 
This included the cenotaph in Rickerby Park where substantial lighting was 
used to drawn attention to the monument and the use of LED colour 
changing lights. There was also a projected image of falling poppies onto the 
keep at Carlisle Castle. These initiatives were extremely popular with the 
public and relatively easy to arrange. We had unprecedented numbers of 
positive comments on our social media feeds.

4.6 On the back of that success the council is again, with others, leading on an 
initiative entitled Love Carlisle, the main aims being to foster civic pride, 
show the city centre in a different light, celebrate our heritage and improve 



the fortunes of our city centre against the backdrop of a struggling retail 
sector. A key component of Love Carlisle (and indeed the first proposed 
project) will be Carlisle – The City of Lights. 

4.7 As part of Carlisle – The City of Lights, officers and members from both 
county and city councils have been working with other agencies to 
encourage participation for a 4 day period from 12th to 15th Feb 2020 
covering the Valentine’s Day celebrations.

4.8 The key elements of this event are proposed to include

 Celebrating Carlisle’s built heritage using intelligent colour changing 
LED technology to present these buildings to the community in an 
innovative and eye catching way. This will include the Citadels as the 
centre piece but also Carlisle Railway Station, Hallmark Hotel, Griffin 
Pub, Old Town Hall, Carlisle Cathedral and Carlisle Castle

 A presentation unique to Cumbria at Carlisle Cathedral entitled God, 
The Universe and Everything using projected images, lighting and 
sound

 Nightgeist – an interactive lighting competition using LED technology. 
This will be based at Tullie House Gardens and will feature year 6 
school children in an innovative design based competition

 Retail and Leisure – a programme of engagement will commence with 
retail and leisure providers to encourage them to light up their 
displays/buildings in similar eye catching ways and it is hoped many 
retailers will take the opportunity to trade during longer hours if 
possible

4.9 A map will be offered to visitors which identifies the locations through the city 
from Court Square to the Old Town Hall, the Cathedral, Tullie House and 
Carlisle Castle with a brief history of each site and an opportunity for 
sponsors of the event to receive publicity.

4.10 The intention is that these lighting installations will be permanent (apart from 
the Castle) and beyond the 2020 festival can be used just as regular flood 
lighting. However at special occasions such as Remembrance, with 
agreement these could all be turned red and at Christmas there is great 
scope to adopt festive colour schemes. They can also be set to support 
national initiatives such as Breast Cancer Awareness and Pancreatic Cancer 
Week which use pink and purple respectively It is hoped this is something 
which can be built upon each year to cement Carlisle’s position and offer as 
a regional destination.

4.11 Sponsorship has been secured from a number of private sector sources 
notably Thorn Zumtabel who have provided many hours in lighting design 
time and equipment and also financial support from the Railway Heritage 
Trust in recognition of the Station as a key site. The Area Manager is 
involved in a number of ongoing positive discussions regarding further 
sponsorship.



Carlisle Area Plan
4.12 Members reviewed a draft of the Carlisle Area Plan during an Area Planning 

Session on 16th October 2019. Feedback has been reflected into the final 
draft attached at appendix 4 and members are asked to approve this plan 
based on the 4 priorities which have previously been agreed through this 
Committee.

5.0 OPTIONS

5.1 Members may review and evaluate the recommendations 3.1 to 3.3. 
Members may choose to approve vary or reject the recommendations at 3.4 
and 3.5.  Members may wish to comment on other aspects contained within 
the report.

6.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS

6.1 Following its September meeting, the Local Committee has unallocated 
resources of £188,022 in its Communities budget.

6.2 There are unallocated resources of £23,281 in the General Provision. Should 
recommendation 3.2. be agreed, £7,050 will be committed from this budget, 
leaving £16,231 available for future allocation.

6.3 There are unallocated resources of £41,548 in the 0-19 Services budget. 
Should recommendation 3.3. be agreed, £9,350 will be committed and 
£32,198 will be available for future allocation. 

6.4 The Area Plan Projects budget has unallocated resources of £41,548. 
Should recommendation 3.4. be agreed, £24,500 will be committed from this 
budget and the remaining balance of £16,178 will be transferred to the 
General Provision to increase those unallocated resources from £16,231 to 
£32,409.

7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1 The Local Committee is empowered under Part 2D of the Council’s 
Constitution to approve applications for grants for amounts exceeding 
£5,000.  The grants set out in recommendations 3.2 and 3.3 are below 
£5,000.  The Local Committee’s role is to note, rather than approve, grants 
below £5,000 so the recommendation is in line with the Council’s 
Constitutional requirements.

7.2 Paragraph 5.1.1 of Part 2D of the Council’s Constitution sets out the Local 
Committee’s power, at paragraph (e) to ‘agree, monitor and review the Local 
Committee’s budget, subject to any ring-fencing directions issued by 
Cabinet’.  Recommendation 3.4 falls within the Local Committee’s powers.

7.3 Paragraph 5.1.1 of Part 2D of the Council’s Constitution sets out the Local 
Committee’s area planning functions.  Recommendation 3.5 which is to 
approve the Carlisle Area Plan and task sub groups to develop associated 
actions plans falls within the Local Committee’s powers. 



8.0 CONCLUSION

8.1 This report provides Local Committee with an update on its budget position, 
its grant allocations and other related Area Planning issues.

Dawn Roberts
Executive Director, Corporate, Customer and Community Services

28 October 2019

APPENDICES

Appendix 1: Summary Financial Statement
Appendix 2: Summary of the General Provision Grants
Appendix 3: Summary of the 0-19 Grants
Appendix 4: Draft Area Plan 

Electoral Divisions: All

Executive Decision No

Key Decision No

If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward Plan? N/A

Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency? No

N/AIf exempt from call-in, has the agreement of the Chair of the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee been sought or obtained?

NoHas this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny?
If so, give details below.

N/AHas an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been 
undertaken?

N/AHas an equality impact assessment been undertaken?

N.B. If an executive decision is made, then a decision cannot be implemented until the 
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urgent and exempt from call-in and necessary approvals have been obtained.
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